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Dear Neighbor:

2009 was a significant year as East Harlem Preservation, Inc. was recognized as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt
charitable organization* by the Internal Revenue Service. This accomplishment would not have been possible
without generous support from Stephen Falla Riff, Esg. and the Community Development Project of the Legal
Aid Society.

Mr. Fall-Riff was also instrumental in our acquiring additional pro bono assistance from the Columbia Law
School, whose students first performed a legal audit of our website and then reviewed our post-incorporation
and tax exemption compliance responsibilities. We are pleased to report that East Harlem Preservation, Inc.
ranked quite well in each evaluation.

Programming was also expanded, as we launched additional preservation and environmental awareness
campaigns. We also augmented our subscription base through the creation of a monthly e-newsletter and
increased promotion and documentation of community events and programs on our popular website.

Among the issues we addressed were the environmental, health, and safety concerns of community residents
living near the East River Plaza mall — a 500K SF shopping center that has brought 24-hour traffic to a low-
density brownstone district.

East Harlem Preservation, Inc. also championed the efforts of neighborhood preservationists working to
salvage local treasures such as the 126th Street African burial ground, the landmark Corn Exchange Bank,
and the iconic public square and market affectionately known as La Marqueta.

We also drew attention this year to the health and safety risks of artificial turf in local parks and playgrounds
and continued to advocate for free and open access to public parkland.

With legal support from the renowned civil liberties lawyer Norman Siegel and attorneys from Stroock &
Stroock & Lavan LLP and New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, East Harlem Preservation, Inc. and other
advocates successfully challenged the city’s attempt to circumvent the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure
(ULURP) and stopped a franchise that would have resulted in the long-term privatization of public parkland on
Randall’s Island.

In 2010, we hope to provide more opportunities for local stakeholders to publicly address over-development,
environmental and health policies and practices that negatively impact their lives, and to further advocate for
the development of sound, community-based alternatives.

East Harlem Preservation, Inc. looks forward to working with our neighbors on these important issues, and we
wish you the best for the coming year!

East Harlem Preservation, Inc.
Board Of Directors

Marina Ortiz
Founder and President

Kathleen Benson
Vice President

Michelle Cruz
Treasurer

Gina Rusch
Secretary

* The effective date of our exemption is December 2007. Contributions are now tax-deductible to the fullest
extent permitted by law.
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East Harlem Preservation, Inc. | 1622 Madison Avenue, # 5A | New York, NY 10029
(646) 271-6854 | www.eastharlempreservation.org




